3rd July 2022

Youth & English Ministry

Baptism Testimonies
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Romans 6:4–11
For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live
new lives. 5 Since we have been united with him in his death, we will also be
raised to life as he was. 6 We know that our old sinful selves were cruci ed with
Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to
sin. 7 For when we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin.
4

And since we died with Christ, we know we will also live with him. 9 We are
sure of this because Christ was raised from the dead, and he will never die
again. Death no longer has any power over him. 10 When he died, he died once
to break the power of sin. But now that he lives, he lives for the glory of God.
11 So you also should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and
alive to God through Christ Jesus.
8

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was cruci ed, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy universal church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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Gloria Chan
Youth 4 Christ, Soho
It took me a long time to write my testimony because I always heard many
people getting baptised due to really drastic, life changing events where they’ve
found God through their struggles. These testimonies really highlight God’s
power and strength, but for me, I’ve always believed and accepted Jesus into
my life, as I’ve grown up with a compassionate church family, who I knew were
set apart from others since I was very young. They lived with purpose and had a
reason why they would always help people unquestionably, whether that be to
drive someone somewhere or invite and cook for people that they barely knew.
In that sense, I realise how blessed and thankful I am that God has surrounded
me with people who encourage me, pray for me, and point me back in His
direction.
Despite feeling like I always knew God, the rst time I really came to know Him
as my personal Saviour was in my January mock exam season. I used to
always put my grades above God, but I didn’t even realise: I was too focused
on working hard trying to nd security in a high earning job. It got to a point
where I was working till 2am and I could not sleep. I prayed in bed, asking for
sleep and strength. Through that exam period, I could fall asleep so quickly and
well – so well that I slept through my alarm for the rst time ever, entering my
exam 30 minutes late! When my real exams came up this summer, I can truly
say it was a much better experience, and I wasn’t incessantly tired and drained.
Since accepting Christ, I am constantly reminded that my identity is rooted in
Him and not in my achievements.
I’m really excited to be baptised and share with all of you that He is my Lord and
Saviour, and to consolidate and continue my journey with Him.
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Michelle Chan
ALIVE Youth Group, Hammersmith
I grew up in a Christian family and have been coming to CCiL since I can remember, I
didn’t know life without church. And as I got older my parents would give me and my
sister a choice about whether we wanted to go to church or not. And in the beginning, I
really didn’t want to because, as I grew older, I didn’t feel like I belonged in church.
Because it’s such a social place and I'm just not good at socialising, so I never really
made friends or had fellowship despite going to the same church my whole life. But I
knew I always wanted to know God.
But I don’t think my journey of nding God started around I was 13, when I decided that I
wanted to know Him. And one day I decided to pray every night before bed. Asking God
to help me nd Him, which I did for almost a year until I thought I had nally found Him.
But I was wrong because there was so much more of God I had yet to discover. I
remember about a year before the pandemic I was going to English services with my dad.
I went to sit upstairs, where there were fewer people. Then my dad told me I should sit
downstairs with everyone else. Because part of being a Christian is also being part of the
community and having fellowship. And my heart just broke, because I had to do the one
thing I found the hardest if I wanted to be with God. Which felt impossible at the time.
Then I decided to go to Easter camp for the rst time in 2019 and it was amazing. It was
the rst time I shared my problems with anyone and the rst I felt I was heard or seen by
anyone. It was also the most terrifying few days of my life. But I also felt I knew God and
His love so much more.
Then I went to Easter camp this year which I almost didn’t attend, but I really felt God was
telling me to go. And again, it was dif cult. My only thought was I wanted to survive these
few days. But that wasn’t God's plan for me. He didn’t want me to come and go.
Throughout Easter camp there were many leaders who prayed for me during the four
days. But on Sunday at dinner, a leader prayed for me after sharing my troubles and
worries. After dinner during small group, it was the rst time in the three days I was able
to just think without feeling like I was on the verge of crying. And I felt so free, it was as if
all my fear had just left me. And in those moments when I'm crying and telling someone
my troubles I feel so naked and vulnerable, but in those moments, I feel so loved. And
I've realised that God didn’t make me go through hard times just by accident. He made
me go through those hard times so I could feel His love and have a relationship with Him.
Everyone talks about how God's love is above all love on earth, and it is so true because I
don’t think I knew what love was until I felt his love at camp. And since that prayer there
are many things, I’m not afraid of anymore because I know nothing is impossible with
God.
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Daniel Eden
Ignite Youth Group, Croydon
Growing up in a Christian household, I always used to attend church. However,
at a young age, I was never able to grasp what it meant to be a Christian. I
attended church while disinterested in God, purely to see my family and friends.
I used the service that the Church provides for anything but deepening a
relationship with God. As I grew into a teenager, I engaged more and more with
my church and local community, even taking Holy Communion classes and
studying the Bible, but a deeper spiritual connection with God was still lacking
for me, even though I regularly prayed and was not unlike any other Christian.
By staying in my comfort zone incessantly throughout my development as a
Christian, I struggled to seize opportunities. I never sought out God through
con rmation as an Anglican Christian and I felt that the only Christian anywhere
near my age I could talk to about God was my younger brother.
I started seeing growth in my Christian life by seeking opportunities to grow with
my brothers and sisters in Christ. As I grew into the person I am today I looked
for opportunities in my Christian life that I had not taken previously.
Unfortunately, this progress was halted by the pandemic across the last 2 years.
I lost my momentum in my growth in Christ as I did not breakthrough the
obstacles provided with the lockdowns. Online church services never did
connect with me and I desperately needed a hand in these troubling hours.
However, since restrictions have been eased, I have found a second wind in a
new environment and new young church to become closer to God.
In a life where I strive to live through Christ, I see improvements in my day-today life. I approach interactions with all people, Christian or not, in a more
compassionate way, leading to more ful lling relationships. Seeing the Holy
Spirit in other Christians inspires me to think, talk and act in a way so that I can
further inspire and set a good role model for younger Christians such as my
brother, who has been a large part of my journey as a Christian. I hope that
looking to the future in this community, Christ will lead me to have a positive
impact among us. Thank You.
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ALIVE Youth Group, Hammersmith
I didn’t grow up in a christian family until I was 8 years old when my family and I were
introduced to God. My mother had been told about christianity by a neighbour and
convinced us to go to a local church. She dragged the whole family with her, including
my dad who was completely against the idea of wasting his time at a church on a
Sunday morning ,and I remember watching my dad fall asleep halfway through the
service. Despite our uninterested approach to being a christian, my mother was still
very eager for us to nd out more about Jesus, even though she didn't know him
either. At the time I didn't realise, but it was possibly the most important blessing god
had given me - the opportunity to know him.
Later on, my mother found out about a Chinese church in Hammersmith, but my dad
was still very persistent, refusing to enter the building and even sat in the car the
whole time. Meanwhile, my sisters and I were welcomed with open arms to an
incredible church community where I met so many new people and learnt about what
Jesus did for us. Over time my father started to join us, it took a while but after years
of going to church and going to bible study, he eventually accepted Christ as his lord
and saviour and was baptised 4 years ago even despite the disapproval of my
grandparents and our relatives. And that was the rst miracle I witnessed , watching
God work through my family and especially my father, because who else has the
power to change such a stubborn mindset other than God himself ?
Although I knew God was real, I would often nd myself neglecting my relationship
with him. I would call myself a ‘christian’ and I thought I was saved but in reality I
wasn't. Because even though I went to church, I loved to live in my sin, I was angry , I
was ignorant, I argued a lot with my sisters and my parents, and did things just to t
in. I took advantage of God’s forgiveness and only ever prayed when I needed
something and never opened my bible. During lockdown and coronavirus I distanced
myself so far from god that at one point I didn't consider myself a christian. I prioritised
the wrong things in life and I didn’t want to go back to church.
Ironically, it was my dad who would tell me to wake up every Sunday morning and
take me to church. At rst I didn't want to go and only went because I had to but the
rst time i went back, during the worship i started crying, i wasn't feeling sad but i felt
overwhelmed, the atmosphere was something i hadn't felt in a long time.I realised that
i was not happy in the life i was living in and something needed to change. Slowly I
began to rebuild my relationship with God and started to enjoy seeing my friends and
youth leaders. But I still wasn't devoting my time to God willingly or reading my bible.

fi

fi

fi

fi

6

fi

fi

Che-er Hui (Chi Chi)

At Easter camp I felt a change in my faith. God spoke to me in so many different
ways; meeting new people, doing bible studies in small groups, opening up to people
on ministry night and people praying for me. I realised that being a ‘lukewarm’
christian isn't enough because God’s love is the greatest thing I could ever have, even
after all my sins, God has always been there for me and he never judged me. And
although I'm far from perfect, I now know that I am truly saved and with Christ I have
more than enough.
I stopped living for the world and instead started living for God.
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Norah Lau
ALIVE Youth Group, Hammersmith
I always wondered how I was going to start my testimony. When I was younger,
I would look at the bulletin board lled with testimonies. Some of them had
inspirational and dramatic stories about how God miraculously came into their
lives and changed their lives forever. However most that I read always started
with 'I grew up in a Christian family. But I didn't acknowledge the meaning of the
faith until blah blah blah..'. I remember I wanted to have those interesting stories
and was somehow gutted that I was born into a Christian family where I had a
Christian upbringing because it meant that my testimony would probably also
end up like the majority I had seen.
My mum would, every year, encourage me to get baptised and every year I
would hesitate. I do not know why exactly because I had already given my life to
Jesus but the commitment scared me.
Before going to easter camp I was lost in my fellowship and the church
community. After covid it just didn't seem the same anymore.. I wasn't going to
go to this years easter camp but the more I brushed it away, I felt God wanting
me to go and this feeling of missing out on a chance to meet God resonated
with me. There I found new friendships that I will forever be grateful for. During
the ministry night I felt a peace that calmed all the worries of baptisms that I
had. I knew that this was part of God's plan for me.
I realise that the Holy spirit has been with me my whole life through giving me
joy and spreading God's love in my relationships with others around me.
With Jesus I know that wherever I happen to be I will have God's family and my
identity is in Christ. I look forward to where God leads me to.
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New Soho Congregation, English Ministry
I was born and raised in a Christian family. I read God’s word, went to church, went to
Sunday school, student fellowship, and everything a “normal” second generation
Christian kid would do back in Hong Kong. That was my church life, and there was a
clear distinction between church and what happened outside of it. Nothing out of the
ordinary happened, and I was counting on it to stay that way.
Everything was all ne and well for the rst 16 years of my life, and I got to a place
where I was happy with what I had going on with myself. I got to study IB, which was
a rather big deal to me back then, I founded a very successful society in my
secondary school, and I reached my peak in track and eld. I was very happy with
what I had, then happiness turned into pride. Arrogance got the better of me. When
asked about it, I credited the people who helped me along the way, but deep down, I
attributed my success all to myself.
“I will because I can” was the motto I used to live by. Every time I was in some sort of
mess, I told myself “I will dig myself out of it with my own two hands, I’ve done it
before, and I can do it again”. Bad experience with authority and my own terribly
in ated ego led me to a state of never trusting others' advice, and I justi ed myself
with the thought of “no one will know what I need more than myself and no one
knows what I truly am capable of.” I relied solely on myself, rarely did I ask for help
from other people, let alone from God.
This lifestyle went on for another 4 years, all throughout secondary school and into the
rst 2 years of university. During these 4 years, without me realising, one by one, God
stripped away the things that I took pride in. First was my athleticism, because of
school work and me refusing to trust and learn from my teachers and lecturers, I
spent the majority of my time studying. Second to go were my hobbies. Because of
my way of studying, I did not have the time nor the mental capacity to do what I
wanted to do. Then the nal blow was to my ego when I realised I am just a mere
nobody, a tiny speck of dust that’s not even particularly smart, I don’t stand out from
the crowd, and I’m just me, ghting this losing uphill battle up the ladder of tech. By
the end of second year of university, I was un t, I had no motivation to keep on
learning, even my own hobbies tired me out. I was unhappy, empty, and burnt out.
I tried to nd happiness through many things in life. I tried dieting and exercising. I
thought to myself that “If I got back in shape, I would be happy with my life again,
since that used to be my source of happiness, maybe I could regain my self-esteem
from it.” Lo and behold, that did not happen at all. I was just as frustrated at myself, if
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Chung Tin (Timothy) Lo

not even more. Injuries came a lot more frequently as I pushed myself harder and
harder. My shoulders, back, and knees gave up on me one after another.
I was completely lost, nothing I did seemed to have meaning. And this is the exact
moment God decided that He would bring me back. Through a sermon about
lukewarm Christians in early October of 2021, I felt that God was clearly speaking to
me, telling me to come back to Him. Looking introspectively, I saw how God-less and
“unchristianly” my life has become. Just like the prodigal son, I turned back to church
and to God. I stopped looking for happiness, but I started to look for His spirit.
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will nd; knock, and it will be opened
to you.” Matthew 7:7. And found I did. God showed me what my life now meant, He
called me to serve with my talents He gave me, and happiness just came along the
way. I thank God for the road he made me walk through and more importantly, I thank
Him for reaching out to me and guiding me back to be one of his Children.
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William Lu
Ignite Youth Group, Croydon
1)

Life before receiving Christ

Before I became a Christian, I was very cynical and my negative outlook on life took a
toll on my mental health where the lack of hope for the future would oftentimes ll me
with anxiety. Occasionally I would have bouts of insomnia, feel sick in the morning
when eating breakfast due to stress, and be disturbed by unwanted memories.
My faith at the time was in people around me, which although helped at times, wasn’t
always reliable as sometimes people were unavailable or didn’t know what to say to
help me. I would base my self-esteem on how I was perceived by others. This put a
lot of pressure on myself to succeed and led me to become a perfectionist who was
discontent with his studies and relationships, even when they were going well.
2)

How I came to Christ

Being constantly let down by my dependence on the physical word led me to become
more open to spiritual ideas and eventually I took the position as an agnostic. My
attitudes towards Christianity were challenged when I went to PHAT camp 2019, and
was able to freely voice my doubts with my small group, who gave me very
considered and informed answers. I have also attended a Bible study group for
several years now, which further developed my spiritual understanding and without me
even realising it at the time, brought me closer to God on my spiritual journey.
During September last year at the beginning of year 13, I was nding both home life
and school particularly stressful, as I struggled to maintain a healthy work-life balance,
amongst applying to university and preparing for entrance exams. It was during this
period of time that I rst experienced God in my life, as one night I was unable to sleep
as I was worried about schoolwork, and the idea of praying came into my mind. I
decided to give it a go, not expecting much to happen, yet once I nished praying, I
almost immediately felt a sense of peace and my worries went away. Thus, I decided
to come to Christ after this encounter with God, after seeing how much he loves and
cares about me.
3)

How Christ is changing my life

Now as a child of God, I nd that although the same pressures and stresses of school
life remain, I am able to manage my worries a lot easier, given that my faith is now in
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God, who never fails me and is always there to listen to my prayers. Now through
reading the Bible I am able to nd more joy in life and be motivated by the good news
of the gospel, rather than being despondent and always expecting the worst to
happen. I have even found myself becoming a lot more patient and forgiving towards
those who I would usually nd dif cult to tolerate.
Overall, I nd it a lot more freeing to have God work miracles through my day to day
life, and helping me wrestle with my doubts and fears. To end, I would like to thank
both Hannah and Sunny for helping me grow in faith and for their kind words of advice
and support.
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Holly Lui
ALIVE Youth Group, Hammersmith
I grew up in a Christian family and I was once pulled away from God and stopped
going to church. That was the worst period of my life. I think most of the people here
know or may have experienced how moving to a completely different place is tough.
There are so many changes and adaptations that you’re forced to face within a short
period of time.
I have suffered from skin problems for my entire life, and you may not notice because I
am the kind of person who will never show their weaknesses in front of people. At
school, I would wear a mask or make-up every day to cover up my skin. At lunchtime,
I would have lunch alone in an empty classroom where no one can see me or just
simply don’t eat at all so that I don’t have to take off my mask.
I wasn’t that dif dent when I was in Hong Kong because everyone was the same and
we don’t have much to compare but in the UK everyone’s different, people come from
different cultures and backgrounds and I always compare my appearance with other
people. I used to stay up all night overthinking a simple comment made by someone
about my appearance. This depression, wearing make-up and staying up late made
my skin problems even worse and it really lowered my self-esteem and con dence.
Appearance is something you can’t really control. So one night, I was overthinking
again and there was nothing else I could do so I just simply prayed to God for help.
Okay maybe you were expecting that my skin would miraculously turn out great, but
no. However, that prayer was so peaceful. Then I remembered the words from God
like “God loves all of us no matter who we are.” So after that night I started seeing
God as my friend and I would chat with Him every night through prayer or writing on
my diary. He didn’t heal my skin right away but he did comfort me a lot and prayers
stopped me from overthinking. I think at my most vulnerable moment I just need
someone to stay with me, love me and listen to me without judging me and that is
exactly what God does. Eventually, my skin healed and it was such a miracle! Now
that I have kind of moved on, I will still read my diary from time to time, refreshing the
memories of salvation and blessings from God. Now every time someone comments
about my appearance, it still hurts but I know that God is with me, God loves me and I
can talk to him all the time.
Eventually, I built a friendship with God and I wanted to know more about him. God
gave me the courage to start talking to people in church and joined ALIVE Youth
Group which is the best thing happened to me in the UK. ALIVE is like my home and
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the people there are like my family, a place where I feel safe sharing my thoughts.
People in church are completely different from the outside world, they have a really
kind heart. I met a lot of friends there who have similar interests and backgrounds as
me; and leaders who are willing to use their free time to help me understand the word
from God and clarify any misconceptions. I think my family and all of the friends that
God has placed in my life are God’s gift and blessing to guide my way to be closer to
Him. I can’t wait to serve the church and spread love and God’s words to everyone
including making church home for other newcomers.
I want to end my testimony with Romans 5:3-5 “We also glory in our sufferings,
because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character;
and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has
been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.”
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Kevin Poon
New Soho Congregation, English Ministry
I had always felt a barrier between God and myself which affected my growth as a
christian over the years. I struggled to experience God beyond an intellectual
knowledge which I learnt from Sunday school from a young age. I have always been
struggling with sin and I am by far a holy person. In my head, I knew a lot of my
actions displeased God but I didn't know why and how I could break free from them. I
feared God and the judgement but I was weak and I indulged my sin. Besides, I failed
to understand God's love and I did not have a lot of faith in the transformational power
of God. In a lot of instances, I thought I was unlucky to have grown up in a christian
family because I could not have “enjoyed life to the fullest” and going to church was
only a burden for me, making me feel bad and ruining a lot of fun.
I struggled with lust for many years and I was always in a lot of guilt and shame for
that. I felt frustrated and hopeless because I knew with my own strength I would never
be able to overcome the devil. I always felt like a hypocrite and not good enough
whenever I attended church. I did not have the courage to open up to God and my
community about the darker side of myself and I thought I was so deeply rooted in sin
that I could no longer have a pure heart and have to live with that for the rest of my
life, alone. However, God is miraculous when you have the heart of repentance - over
persistent prayers and support from my christian community, after going through a
dif cult journey with ups and downs, God has transformed me. God demonstrated
how He has the power to reverse something that is bad and unclean in us into
something pure. I lacked faith but God showed how He can remove the worst in us
and break us out of the chains of our sins no matter how seemingly dif cult it is. I felt
peace and experienced the love of God.
Despite growing up in a christian family learning about the Bible, I did not have any
desire to read or understand God’s word. I had a lot of doubts and found it hard to
commit my life to a faith that I was not fully convinced about. Besides, I did not have
the patience nor the time to read the bible. I found it dif cult to read consistently or to
connect with God and it was dif cult for me to understand faith beyond the surface.
When I attended university, I met some of my closest christian friends in the student
fellowship - a community in church was something that I had always hoped for. God
showed me love and support through my christian friends and I decided to give it a go
and explore faith seriously and independently. I dedicated time to reading the Bible
and spending time with God. I began to nd a lot of wisdom and refuge in God's
word. I realised being a christian was not to hold me back from enjoying life, it made
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me appreciate the beauty of the creation more so than I ever had. I was able to
explore the world and live life in freedom and joy.
I believe that Jesus can lift our sins away and transform us in a way we could never
imagine. I spent a long time being a "christian", trying to show the best of myself
whilst struggling secretly and failing to have a deeper connection with God. Now I am
willing to let God shine into every aspect of my life and let Him demonstrate his perfect
love for me. I feel lucky and grateful that God has chosen me. God has been so good
to me and I give full credit to God in whatever good and I have achieved in my life. My
baptism marks the very beginning of my journey to walk with God and I hope the
church can continue to keep me accountable on this journey, especially for more faith
and courage to stand up for God and be willing to take risks for Him.
I am imperfect and my esh still sins but now I have faith in the power of God. I
declare that I am surrendering myself to God and I aspire to be more holy, more like
Jesus to glorify God with my life.
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Poh Nee Taylor
Hammersmith English Congregation
Beginning:
When I was 25 years old I went through a dif cult times in my life, I felt lost, that I was
looking for something but I couldn’t nd it because I didn’t know what I was looking
for. One day a stranger called Rachel can see me feeling down and came to talk with
me, we chatted for a while and became close friends, she advised me go to Church
as maybe it could answer some of the questions I had and help me nd out what I
was looking for.
At rst I wasn’t sure because I wasn’t a Christian and I didn't know what it was but
after feeling peace and comfort going to Church so started regularly to go learn about
Jesus, making more friends and felt more positive about life, then for the rst time I
decided to start praying to Jesus, I asked Jesus to help me nd someone to share my
life with and become married to so I could be a good wife to my future husband and
take care of him.
At this time whilst studying a friend from Church asked if I wanted to go out for dinner
with some group and it was then that I meet my husband to be, he was very caring
and love me, we go travelling everywhere then I went to live with him in London and
we married together.
Middle:
I am very happy and thankful to Jesus, after that my husband took me to live in
Gibraltar but it was there that my husband advised me that I get check for the cancer.
The doctors there told me that I had the cancer of the cervix, so I had to go for an
operation to remove the cancer, I’m very scared at this time and don’t want to have
the operation but I pray to Jesus and asked him for the strength and courage to doing
the operation for healing me.
Jesus made me feel calm so I can do the operation, on the second time I get the all
clear from the doctors and only need to check once a year to see it’s still clear, If
Jesus didn’t bless me to meeting my husband I would not know to go to check for the
cancer and so the doctor can not then nd it early to remove so I become clear from
the cancer, I would have died because I never heard about this thing before, so I’m
know Jesus is really my saviour.
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Afterwards we move back to England and I feel I want to become Baptised, thanks to
Jesus I can nd out good friends who introduce me to the Chinese Church in London,
learn more about the Bible and eventually I am ask if can be Baptised and can
become closer to Jesus.
The Story So Far:
Since I’m a small kid I am suffering from OCD about cleaning, I clean but never think
it’s enough clean so I clean more which wasted a lot of time, but I keep praying to
Jesus as I know Jesus will heal me because I have total faith to Jesus that he really
can do anything. I'm thank to Jesus for everything he has given to me, that he gives
people the patience to tolerate my OCD that he let me stay positive even though is
dif cult to cope with anxiety.
That Jesus bought me together with my husband and that we found a nice home, I
will continue to go to church to learn more about Jesus reading the Bible everyday, I
pray that my whole family can also learning about Jesus and go to church because at
this time only my Mum has discovered Jesus, but I hope they will all opening their
heart to Jesus also. Everyday I learning more, my husband buy me a Chinese Bible so
easier for me to read.
Thank you to everyone from the different congregations of the Chinese Church in
London for ful lling my dream of nally becoming baptised, I am very happy to be
making further progress in my journey to know God more and becoming closer to
Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Joel Wong
Youth 4 Christ, Soho
I grew up in a Christian family. Praying before eating, waking up so early to go to
church every Sunday was always more of a routine than an action I did because
I wanted to do. I remember my dad used to pray with me before bed, but I just
want to sleep because I didn’t understand the purpose. But as I grew up and
starting to read the bible more, I realised that God is always leading my way.
I grew up in Hong Kong and come to the UK halfway through year 10. I was so
worried before coming because I had half a year less to settle in a completely
different environment aside with catching up with academics. But “God will
provide for you.” By praying, more like talking to God seeing him as a friend and
reading the bible I learned to develop a better relationship with God. He
provided me with suitable friends and let me have peace and wisdom during
exams. I can’t remember having a moment that God took away all my stress at
once, but He de nitely helped me through small things that l am always
connected to him. I am just so sure that He is always around and helping me.
Maybe having a peaceful life is already a blessing from God.
I always ask God for help for example to do better in exams or have a better
relationship with my school friends. Having that in mind I spend more time with
friends and I am even willing to spend more time to study than to free my time
to God. I was so desperate that I forgot about God. I kept on sinning and ask
for forgiveness and then sin again after a few days when I forgot. I am always on
this battle between good and evil. On one hand I am afraid of God’s punishment
and on the other hand there is the temptation of the world. I am using the fact
that God will forgive me when I ask for forgiveness as a way to make myself feel
better after sinning.
I once asked God why I am trying so hard to seek for help and He never listens
to me. But no, God is not a genie and I am not the centre of everything. By
reading the bible more and spend more time with him I realise what I have been
seeking is my own desire and is not what I should do. I am thinking of Matthew
6 when I am writing the testimony that Jesus said, “but seek rst his kingdom
and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you”. I should rather
think what God wants us to do rather than what we want God to do for us. I
truly believe that God will provide me with the best possible option even though

fi

fi

19

is not my ideal. I also like the verse in Romans 8:18 “I consider that our present
sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.”
From my experience I should never lose faith in God but continue to trust him
no matter how unsatis ed I to my current situation am.
I always believe in God so there is no point not baptising and it will be a step for
me to be even connect to God. Being baptised doesn’t mean that I think I am
so perfect it just allows me to con rm myself to be God’s child and continue to
build a better relationship with him by handing myself to him.
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Joshua Wong
Youth 4 Christ, Soho
I am Joshua and I was born in a Christian family, have been always going to church
every Sunday. When I was small, I only went to church to see my friends and play
around. I saw the church more like a family activity and something that I got used
to, but I didn’t really know why and what I was doing there.
Also, although I learnt a lot of bible stories and know God’s amazing work, I didn’t
really think deeply about it and wasn’t putting God as my rst priority. I would
forget about the things I read in the bible the next day. The only time I prayed
would be when I did something wrong and I would pray so I can feel less guilty but
I will just carry on with the same way I lived before.
However, recently, I gured out how much I have left God and not been relying on
him. One time I prayed about exams and after I prayed I felt relieved and peace
that I have never felt before and the worry and stress I had were all gone. That was
the time I realised the power of God and how powerful and strong prayer is. Also I
know I am not forgotten and God is still looking after me and he is still beside me
even though I wasn’t always doing the things he wills for me. And I then know all
the things I experienced before is not because of me but because of his power.
Now, I pray to God about everything and rely on him much more than before. But
sometimes he doesn’t answer your prayer straight away, instead he answers you in
different way, and I sometimes feel lost and think he is not faithful in answering me.
However, when I look back after the things past, I nd out that God has answer my
prayer but in a different way than what i ask for. And then I learn that this is what
we should be asking for, instead of asking for things to be done our way, I should
ask for things to be done in God’s will and follow the way he wants for me. I am
learning to be faithful and have trust in God always.
As I felt the power of God, I know I should put my life in his hands, as he is the only
one who can save me. Therefore, I want to be baptised and declare publicly that I
repent of my sin and that I trust God will save us as he loves us and has sent
Jesus to be the sacri ce for us. I am willing to put my life in his hands, let him be
the one to guide me and I will follow him and obey him faithfully for rest of my life.
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Christian Yuen
Youth 4 Christ, Soho
I have been coming to CCiL (Soho) for pretty much my whole life. I remember
going to Kids Church back in the day where we would learn all about Bible
stories and sing songs about Jesus. Admittedly, I remember being quite a
mischievous little boy but I think that at that age, I wasn’t really thinking about
the meaning of what I was learning, and thought of going to church as more of
a weekly outing than anything else – I even remember not wanting to come to
kids church because I thought it was boring, and sometimes because I had
forgotten the Bible verse that I was meant to learn for the next week.
By the time that I had reached Youth 4 Christ, I remember still not really taking it
too seriously, and would complain about having to go to Chinese school after
rather than concentrating on the sessions and discussions with my small
groups, and would generally give some quite silly answers to questions. Looking
back, I really think that one of the turning points in my relationship with God was
nishing Chinese school, which happened around two years ago. I think that it
really allowed me to have more space in youth to think about what my leaders
were actually trying to talk to me about and some of the conversations I had
with them really made me realise how amazing it was to be a part of this
community and what God had done for me.
In the couple of years since then, I feel that my relationship with God kind of
stagnated for a while; I would have periods where I would be praying a lot and
putting a lot of trust in God, and then there would also be times where I would
put my own interests (like studying and playing games) before God, and only
really think properly about God on Sunday at church.
I think that the cycle really changed when I went to Youth Easter Camp this year.
Going in, I really didn't think that I would enjoy it and honestly only went
because all of my friends at church were also going. At the time, I was also
quite stressed about the direction my life was going to take in the future, such
as what universities / courses I was going to do, since I still didn't really know
what I wanted to do.
However, when I arrived, the environment and the worship really made me feel a
connection to God that I had never felt before, especially during the ministry
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night. Having some of the leaders praying for me really made me want to make
my faith a larger part of my life, and the messages about being ROOTED in God
really solidi ed that he had a plan for me, and took away a lot of the stress that I
was feeling because I knew that he would always be there with me, which is
why I want to be baptised.
After camp, I started to put God rst in my life a lot more, and I think that it really
has improved my outlook on life. I am truly blessed to be in God’s family.
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